Abstract. Origin and development of the MN-zonation, establishd in 1975 by P. MEIN and based on fossil mammals to subdivide the European continental Neogene, are briefly outlined, and its significance and peculiarities are discussed. The special meaning of important mammal localities as reference points in time correlation is explained, as is the value of biogeographic events in far distance correlations. A steady MN-zonation, and mammal ages based upon it, both in the sense of biochronologic units, are essential for further research and Europe-wide communication. Possibilities of more exact limitations of mammal units are discussed.
Resume. Cet ouvrage traite I'origine, Ie developpement et les particularites de la biozonation it mammi feres du Neogene (MN) creee par P. MEIN (1975) 
1

Introduction
In 1975, P. MEIN proposed a Neogene biozonation for the Mediterranean area using fossil mammals. This biozonation was presented at the Vlth Congress of the Regional Committee on Mediterranean Neogene Stratigraphy (RCMNS) in Bratislava, published in the "Report on Activity of the R.C.M.N.S. Working Groups (1971 Groups ( -1975 ", and included in the "Resultats du Groupe de Travail des Vertebres" by the working group Chairman (P. MEIN; March 5, 1975) . In fact, the zonation itself was not the result of this particular working group, but a proposal
